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Find the Evidence
Name: _______________ Date: ________

Can you find the PROOF for your answers? Use a crayon in the
color shown to underline where you found each answer in the text.

blue

yellow

purple

red

green

orange

Who first suggested an international Earth Day?

What does it mean to “go green”?

Where was the 1969 UNESCO conference held?

Why did McConnell want to create Earth Day?

How many people celebrate Earth Day yearly?

When is Earth Day now celebrated?

Earth Day
In 1969, a peace activist named John McConnell attended the UNESCO

conference in San Francisco, California. While there, he suggested
creating a day to honor the Earth and peace. He proposed the day be
celebrated on March 21st, the first day of Spring that year. The United
Nations agreed to sanction an international Earth Day. On March 21st of
1970, Earth Day was first celebrated.

Inspired, United States Senator Gaylord Nelson founded a separate
Earth Day focused specifically in the United States. On April 22, 1970, he
organized discussions about environmentalist issues at some colleges.

Earth Day is a day for learning about how we can help the
environment. Often, this is called “going green” through actions like
reducing, reusing, and recycling materials or using less energy. Some
people help the environment by planting trees or picking up litter.

Now, Earth Day is celebrated each year on April 22nd. The Earth Day
Network now coordinates the holiday’s events. Earth Day is now
observed in 192 countries by more than a billion people each year!
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Who drops trash on Everest?

What does the ozone layer do?

Where is Mount Everest?

Why might coral become bleached?

How can we save important ecosystems?

When was Everest’s summit first reached?

Pollution on Everest, Coral Bleaching, and the Hole in the Ozone Layer
As Earth Day approaches, people take time to consider the impacts

they may be having on the environment. Some of our most beautiful and
important environmental resources are suffering from human actions.

Mount Everest in Nepal, the tallest mountain on Earth, has long been
revered by mountain climbers since its summit was first reached in 1953.
Hundreds of climbers now attempt to climb it yearly. Unfortunately, many
of those climbers drop trash as they climb. In 2012, organizations worked
to clean up the mountain and create new rules for Everest expeditions.

One of the most colorful, distinctive habitats on Earth is the coral
reef. Corals are actually living creatures. When they suffer stress- such
as warmer water temperatures, changes in water chemistry, or even
sunscreen ingredients left behind by tourists- the coral starts to appear
white. Eventually, coral can die, hurting all animals that depend on it.

The ozone layer is a part of the Earth’s stratosphere that absorbs
most of the sun’s UV radiation. Some man-made chemicals can break down
the ozone layer, letting more harmful sun radiation in. By living responsibly
and going green, we can help to save these important parts of Earth!
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Who petitioned to make Opening Day a national holiday?

What is America’s national pastime?

Where is there an Opening Day parade?

Why do the Reds get to play at home on Opening Day?

Which team was the first professional baseball team?

When does Opening Day usually fall?

Opening Day of America’s Pastime
As the weather begins to warm up, baseball fans gear up for Opening

Day. For decades, baseball fans have enjoyed looking out over a
perfectly manicured baseball field, watching the teams play, and singing
“Take Me Out to the Ballgame” before the game begins. In fact, America
loves baseball so much that it’s considered our national pastime.

Every year, the Major League Baseball season officially begins on
Opening Day. Although there are sometimes games that occur before
Opening Day, this is always the first day on which multiple games are
played. Opening Day usually falls on the first Monday in April. In Cincinnati,
Ohio, Opening Day is a city holiday with an annual parade. Because the
Cincinnati Reds were baseball’s first professional team, the Reds are the
only team who always get to open the season at home.

Opening Day is so beloved by baseball fans that a man named Ozzie
Smith even began a campaign to ask the United States government make
Opening Day a national holiday. While it’s not yet an official holiday, the
start of baseball season is so exciting for Major League Baseball fans!
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Who held authority over the colonies?

What was one law the colonists found unfair?

Where did the Sons of Liberty protest?

Why was the Boston Tea Party so significant?

How did the Sons of Liberty ruin the tea?

When was the Boston Tea Party?

Taxes and the Boston Tea Party
By April 15, United States citizens must pay their taxes. While most

adults don’t enjoy paying taxes, the early colonists of America had to pay
taxes without any representation in the government!

Before the United States was founded, the colonists who lived here
were still citizens of Great Britain. Britain’s king and the British Parliament
had complete authority over the colonies. They passed laws such as the
Tea Act, which unfairly taxed any tea except for the British East India
Company’s tea. The colonists despised that the decisions about their
taxes were made without any input from them.

On December 16, 1773, a group of American colonists called the Sons
of Liberty led a dramatic protest in Boston, Massachusetts. They
disguised themselves as Native Americans and boarded British ships in the
Boston Harbor. They threw an entire shipment of tea into the harbor,
ruining the tea, which greatly angered Great Britain’s king.

The Boston Tea Party, as it came to be called, was one of the
stepping stones to the American Revolution and becoming our own
country, where citizens have a voice in their government.
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Who traveled in first class on the Titanic?

What did the Titanic hit in the ocean?

Where did the Titanic’s maiden voyage launch?

Why weren’t there enough lifeboats for everyone?

How many lives were lost when the Titanic sank?

When did the Titanic collide with an iceberg?

The Sinking of the Titanic
On April 10, 1912, a British passenger ship left Southampton in the

United Kingdom on its maiden voyage. The ocean liner, operated by the
White Star Line, was the largest ship afloat at the time at 882 feet in
length and over 46,000 tons. This ship was named the R.M.S. Titanic.

The ship left harbor with 2,224 passengers and crew. Although some
of the wealthiest people in the world rode first class, the passengers also
included hundreds of poor immigrants traveling from Europe to America.
The ship’s safety measures gave the builders confidence that the ship
could never sink, so there were only enough lifeboats onboard for 1,178
people- just over half of the passengers on board the ship.

On April 14, 1912, four days into her first voyage, the Titanic collided
with an iceberg in the cold Northern Atlantic Ocean. The iceberg
punctured the hull multiple times. Less than three hours later, the ship
broke apart and sank. Although some escaped on lifeboats, around 1,500
people died in the sinking of the Titanic. Since the tragedy, maritime
safety laws have been changed to hopefully prevent a similar calamity.
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Who feeds on grasses and other plants?

What is photosynthesis?

Where do Venus Flytraps get nutrients?

Why must all food chains have plants?

How do humans use plants?

Which plants do we eat directly?

Plants
If you think of plants as something nice to have, but not important,

you would be wrong. Plants are vital to life on Earth!
The most amazing thing plants can do is called photosynthesis.

Photosynthesis is the process plants use to turn sunlight and a few
nutrients into energy. This not only allows plants to survive, but gives
animals energy when they eat plants. Plants are the only creatures on
Earth that can directly convert sunlight into energy, so all food chains
must have a plant as a producer. Even still, some plants like the Venus
Flytrap don’t get enough nutrients from soil and must eat small insects.

Most human nutrition depends on plants in some way. Of course, we
eat many plants directly- fruits, vegetables, wheat, and rice, for example.
Many of our other foods are made with plants, too, like sugar, coffee and
honey. Most animals eaten as meat, such as cows or pigs, feed on grasses
or other plants. If we didn’t have plants, we wouldn’t have much food. We
also use plants in other ways- to build with wood, to make paper, to
create medicines, and more. Plants are important to us!
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Who was the first man in space?

What is the goal of Yuri’s Night?

Where did Yuri’s spaceflight launch?

Why did ISS astronauts film a video in 2011?

How many times did Yuri orbit Earth?

When was the first space shuttle mission?

Yuri’s Night
On April 12, people around the world celebrate the first person in

space, Yuri Gagarin. “Yuri’s Night” aims to inspire future space explorers.
Yuri Gagarin flew the Vostok 1 spaceship on April 12, 1961. Although

animals had been launched into space, Yuri became the first human to
travel into space and to orbit the Earth. After launching in the Soviet
Union, the spaceflight only took 108 minutes. He orbited Earth just once,
seeing both the side in daylight (facing the sun) and the side having night
(facing away from the sun). When the rockets fired to bring Yuri back to
Earth, he experienced 8g of force, or 8 times the force of gravity. As
the Vostok 1 approached the ground, Yuri was ejected from the
spacecraft with a large parachute to help him float safely to the ground.

Since his mission, Yuri has been honored in many ways. The United
States launched their first space shuttle mission, STS-1 , on April 12 of
1981. A medal of Yuri was left on the moon during Apollo 11. In 2011, fifty
years after Yuri’s orbit, astronauts on the International Space Station
filmed a video to wish the world a “Happy Yuri’s Night.” Yuri Gagarin is a
hero of a generation for his short but legendary journey into space.
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Who enforces the Endangered Species Act?

What does “extinct” mean?

Where did the bald eagle population increase?

Why have some endangered species’ populations grown?

How do humans hurt endangered animals?

When was the Endangered Species Act passed?

Endangered Animals
As humans have impacted the Earth, more and more species of

organisms have gone extinct. Extinct means that there are no other
organisms of that species still alive. Still more organisms are at risk of
becoming extinct, and we call these endangered species.

Many animals on the Endangered Species List have smaller populations
due to loss of their habitat. As humans build, they often cut down or
destroy animal habitats. Animals also suffer from pollution, hunting, or
invasive species that act as predators or compete for resources.

In the United States, the Endangered Species Act was passed in 1973
and gives the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration the power to protect the species in danger
but also the habitats where they live. Due to this extra defense and
other environmental laws, some endangered species have greatly
increased in population size. For example, in 1963 there were 417 pairs of
bald eagles in the U.S.; by 2007 there were over 11,000 pairs. Still, many
animals need protection to help them escape the threat of extinction.
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Within whom can water be found?

What are the three states of water?

Where is most water found on Earth?

Why is it important to not pollute water?

How can water fall as precipitation?

When does liquid water evaporate?

Water Cycle
71% of the Earth’s surface is covered in water. Although most of that

is found in seas and oceans, water can also be found flowing underground,
in glaciers and ice caps, in rivers, in lakes, and in the air as vapor, clouds,
and precipitation. Because water is vital to all known forms of life, water
is even found within plants and animals- including humans!

Water has three states. It can be a solid (ice), a liquid (water), or gas
(water vapor). When ice heats up, it melts into liquid water. When liquid
water is heated, it evaporates as vapor. In reverse, vapor can condense
into liquid water, and liquid water can freeze into ice as it gets colder.

Water is continually being recycled and reused as water travels
through the water cycle. In the water cycle, water falls to Earth as
precipitation (rain, snow, hail, sleet, ice, etc.). The precipitation may
become runoff to a body of water, freeze into a glacier, be used by a
plant or animal, or flow underground as groundwater. It can also
evaporate back up to the clouds, where it may fall again. While water
doesn’t always follow the same order, each droplet can continually move
through this cycle forever- so it’s important to not pollute our water!
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Who sung Silverstein’s song “A Boy Named Sue”?

What is Shel’s most popular storybook?

Where was Silverstein born?

Why does he have such unique poetry?

How many copies have his books sold?

When was Shel Silverstein born?

Biography: Shel Silverstein
If you have ever read Where the Sidewalk Ends, A Light in the Attic,

or Falling Up, you probably think of Shel Silverstein as a favorite
children’s poet. His books have been translated into more than 30
languages and have sold over 20 million copies.

You may not realize that Silverstein was also a cartoonist, singer-
songwriter, screenwriter, author of picture books, and United States
Army veteran. Shel was born in Chicago in 1930 and began drawing at age
7 by tracing cartoons. As he got older, Silverstein developed his own style
of drawing and began to submit cartoons to magazines like Sports
Illustrated. He also wrote plays and songs, including a Grammy-winning hit
for Johnny Cash called “A Boy Named Sue.”

Later, Silverstein’s editor suggested he try children’s books. His most
popular storybook has been The Giving Tree, but he later became known
most for his whimsical poetry. Because he had never studied the poetry
of others, his style was unique. With silly rhymes and cheerful humor,
Silverstein’s poems can make even the most reluctant reader giggle.
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Who had switched the bags of cereal?

What did he wrap around the faucet?

Where did the narrator eat breakfast?

Why did the wrong cereal come out?

How did he feel when he awoke?

When did the narrator wake up?

April Fools!

I woke up to my alarm, feeling much sleepier than usual. That’s
strange, I thought, but it was almost time for school, so I jumped out of
bed and started to get ready. Just then, my mom poked her head around
the door. “April fools!” she said cheerfully. “It’s not 7:30- it’s 6:30!”

“Mooooom!” I whined. “That’s mean!”
“Oh, it’s just for fun,” she replied. “It’s April Fools’ Day!”
An hour later, I got up at the real time. I trudged downstairs to the

kitchen and grabbed my box of cornflake cereal… but as I started to pour
from the box, cereal with little marshmallows came out instead! Mom must
have switched the bags inside the cereal boxes!

“Moooom! Come ON!” I shouted. She giggled and gave me the right kind.
While my mom woke up my little sister, I had a brilliant idea. I grabbed a

rubber band out of the junk drawer and wrapped it around the faucet.
Mom came back and picked up my bowl to do the dishes. She turned on

the faucet and the water sprayed everywhere! “April Fools!” I shouted.
Mom wiped off her face and laughed uncontrollably. “You got me!”
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Who threw paper away at the beginning of the story?

From what is paper created?

Where is the school’s recycling dumpster?

Why are more trees being cut down?

How is the Recycling Club going to help?

When will they need to collect paper?

Recycling: From Flub to Club!
Dante crunched his scrap paper into a ball and threw it into the trash.

“Boom baby!” he called to his friends as it sailed into the wastebasket.
“Dude, you hardly used that!” his friend J.J. cried. Dante looked at him

and shrugged. J.J. shook his head. “You could use that again and save
paper! You know that paper comes from trees, right?”

“It’s just one piece of paper, J.J. Not that big of a deal!” Dante replied
with a shrug. “I mean, look at that trash can. I’m not the only one!”

“That’s the problem!” J.J. said. “It’s not just one piece of paper. It all
adds up! Wasting paper means that more trees have to be cut down.”

“Hey!” Dante exclaimed. “What if we put a recycling bin next to every
trash can, so we could recycle that paper instead of throwing it away?”

Their teacher, Mr. Hall, heard them. “That sounds like a great idea,
Dante, but someone would need to collect the paper and take it out to
the recycling dumpster by the playground each week.”

“We could do that!” cried J.J. “We can be the Recycling Club!”
Dante grinned. “Let’s do it!”
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Who is the school librarian?

What do the students write in the books?

Where do the students put balloons and streamers?

Why did the class surprise Mr. Frederick?

How did Mr. Frederick feel when they shouted?

When was the class going to the library?

School Librarian Day- April 4th

As the class walked into their classroom, their teacher couldn’t stop
smiling. “Mrs. Bennett, is it time to go to the library yet?” they asked.

“Not until 9:00,” she responded, her eyes sparkling, “but get out your
gifts!” One by one, the students pulled books out of their backpack.

Finally, once most of the students had arrived, Mrs. Bennett carefully
shut the door and whispered, “Okay, everyone. With these markers, I
want you to write inside the cover how Mr. Frederick has helped you learn
to love reading.” The students, anxious to begin, opened the covers of
their books and wrote thoughtful notes to their beloved librarian.

Eventually, the class was ready to surprise Mr. Frederick for School
Librarian Day! Books in tow, the class tiptoed down the hallway to the
library. They quickly hung balloons and streamers on the shelves. Then,
they waited behind a bookshelf, trying to stay silent until they heard him.

“SURPRISE!” they yelled, leaping into view. “Happy School Librarian
Day!” Mr. Frederick gasped, clearly very surprised, as the students gave
him a big group hug and presented him with a stack of new books.

:”We appreciate you so much!” said Mrs. Bennett.
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Who does Alex call to play with him?

What did Alex put on before going out in the rain?

Where did Alex watch cartoons?

Why did Alex first think it was so dark?

How does Alex know it is raining outside?

When does Alex’s mom suggest playing outside?

April Showers
Alex was so excited for Spring Break! The weather was finally getting

warmer, and he couldn’t wait to play outside with his neighbors.
When he woke up, the room wasn’t very bright. He thought maybe he’d

woken up really early and the sun just wasn’t up yet, but then he heard
thunder and knew it must be raining outside.

Oh no, Alex thought. My Spring Break plans are ruined! He glumly
settled in front of the TV in the living room and turned on cartoons. After
awhile, the thunder stopped, but the rain kept pounding all morning.

Finally, after lunch, his mom suggested he go outside to play.
Alex rolled his eyes. “Mom, I can’t go outside. It’s raining!”
“Well, the water’s not going to make you melt!” my mom teased. “Why

don’t you put on your rain slicker and boots, and call David to see if he
wants to jump in the puddles with you?”

Alex’s eyes lit up. That was a good idea!
A few minutes later, Alex and David were soaked to the bone,

splashing each other in the puddles. Spring Break wasn’t ruined after all!
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Who found the golden egg?

What color was the big egg Renee found?

Where did Kaleb find eggs?

Why was it exciting to find a big egg?

How was Kaleb like a runner before a race?

What was the problem in the story?

Eggstravaganza!
Renee hiked up her fancy dress, getting ready to run. Her brother

Kaleb was crouched low next to her, like a runner before a race.

“Ready, and… go!” shouted their grandma. The kids took off like a
rocket, clutching their baskets tightly as they ran through the yard. They
pushed and shoved, trying to be first in line of all their cousins.

Renee shrieked with excitement when she stumbled upon a big blue egg
under the slide. Finding a big egg was always an extra thrill because
Grandma always filled the big eggs with lots of extra candy!

Meanwhile, Kaleb scooped up three or four smaller eggs that he found
in the sandbox and shoved them into his basket, but he kept looking.

Every year, there’s only one golden egg hidden in Grandma’s yard. The
kid who found it earned a special prize- but no one could find it this year!
They searched, and searched, but couldn’t find it anywhere in the yard.
Finally, Kaleb noticed Sandy the dog munching away on something.

“Sandy!” Grandma yelled, exasperated. The kids cracked up. Looks like
Sandy the dog found the golden egg this year!
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Who can choose whether to follow the rules?

What can a poem be sung like?

What is poetry a chance to do?

According to the poem, why is poetry fun?

How long can a poem be?

Does a poem have to rhyme all the time?

National Poetry Month

Does a poem have to rhyme?
Or have rhythm all the time?
Not true! A poem can be
Anything your brain wants it to be!

A poem can be short
Or it can be long
It can follow a pattern
Or be sung like a song!

Poetry is fun because of the rules
Follow them or not, you can choose!
It’s a chance to be creative
A chance to have fun
From beginning to end- you cannot lose!
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